Partnerships with families
28 October to 1 November 2021

Dear Families,

As a part of the continuous improvement required by the National Quality Standard, this week we are:
· ensuring our indoor and outdoor spaces are ‘fit for purpose.’ This includes ensuring they  are flexible, welcoming and accessible, reflect diversity in the community, are safe and promote health outcomes, are environmentally sustainable, and contain safe furniture and equipment that promotes learning outcomes.  You’re welcome to provide your views or concerns
· reviewing our Sun Safety and Water Safety Policies (both part of our Physical Environment Policy). Summaries follow: 
Sun Safety 
Educators will regularly check the temperature of outdoor surfaces and equipment when temperatures are high to ensure children are not exposed to surfaces which could cause burns. They will plan indoor activities if there is a risk of burns even where children are wearing shoes. 
We will use a combination of sun protection measures when UV levels are 3 and over including:
0. planning outdoor activities in shaded areas
0. wearing sun safe hats that protect their face, neck and ears (educators, staff and children)
0. wearing sun safe clothing that covers as much of the skin as possible (educators, staff and children)
0. applying SPF30+ broad-spectrum water-resistant sunscreen 20 minutes before going outdoors and reapplying every 2 hours (educators, staff and children)
0. [bookmark: _Hlk74063392]ensuring babies remain in full shade when outside 
0. role modelling sun safe techniques 
0. incorporating sun protection learning into our curriculum.

Water Safety 
We will implement the following measures in relation to water safety:
0. complete a risk assessment before allowing children to engage in water based activities
0. ensure no child swims without written permission from parents 
0. closely supervise children at all times and never leave any child unattended near water 
0. ensure children with diarrhoea, upset stomachs, open sores or nasal infections do not swim or play in water 
0. ensure all children wear appropriate swimmers in a pool, go to the toilet before entering the pool, and follow correct toileting hygiene practices while in the pool 
0. fill wading pools with less than 300mm of water
0. remove any items that could be used to climb into the fenced area of a water hazard 
0. display a Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation guide
0. cover all water containers or ensure they are inaccessible to children
0. immediately empty all wading pools/water troughs etc. after every use 
0. ensure children’s play areas are safely fenced off from water hazards 
0. clean and disinfect pools etc in accordance with the instructions on the container. 

There are copies of the policies near the sign in/out sheet. Please take a moment to read them.  We value any feedback you may have.


Nominated Supervisor
